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# of areas?

758109million

total acres?
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largest area? smallest area?
Wrangell-Saint Elias Wilderness
9,078,675 acres

Pelican Island
5 acres

ACRES
in thousands

0 2 4 6 8 10

1964

1965

1966

1967

1968

1969

1970

1971

1972

1973

1974

1975

1976

1978

1979

1981

1982

1983

1984

1985

1986

1987

1988

1989

1990

1991

1992

1993

1994

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

1977

1980

2015+ ???

Wilderness Act signed into law

What’s Allowed in a Wilderness Area?

What’s NOT Allowed in a Wilderness Area?

Newest Wilderness -
Sleeping Bear Dunes, Michigan
32,500 acres

60,755,145 acres added - largely from 
Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act

States without and Wilderness
KS

DE
MD RI

CT
IA

AK
57,425,992

acres
CA
  130
     areas

Most Wilderness Areas Most Acreage

Total land area protected in USA? = ~5%


